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If there is ever a topic among the churches that needs at times to be 
addressed is the topic of the Gifts of Healings. Like what is a healing in 
comparison to a miracle? Miracle has to do with the change of the elements 
of nature while healing has to do with change of ones health. Some 
churches deny that God still could use his servants as a instrument to heal a 
other while others state if you are not healed you are lacking faith and with 
that God wants all his children healed. 


Examples of both views we can see in the following which are wrong : 
Miracles, Healings and Tongues September 6 , 1972 


John Macarthur stated ” Now, there are four of these gifts listed in the New 
Testament: miracles, healing, tongues, and the interpretation tongues — or 
better, languages and the translation of languages. That’s the exact Greek 
rendering. Now, they have no continuing role in the body we believe from 
Scripture, as we shall see, but existed for the apostolic era, designed to 
confirm the Word before the New Testament canon was complete and 
specifically while God was still directly doing signs in the face of Israel. “ 


T. D. Jakes, The Potters House, TBN, 2/23/2004. 


T.D Jakes stated “The devil is a liar. Healing is the children’s bread. It’s 
promised to us in the word of God...God can do things that medicine 
cannot do.” 


I remember a pastor from a church called Tabernacle of Love telling me 
when my wife was dieing of cancer that she would of been well if I didn’t 
lack faith , that I was the reason why my wife was still with cancer. This 
also happened in one occasion when my grandma was dieing of cancer she 
was told by a lady from her pentecostal church she wasn’t healed because 
she lacked faith. For God to perform a healing ones faith is not needed. 
These churches sees miracles and healings as a product of man and not 
God. Ultimately God is not sovereign in their minds but man is . Be honest 
with you I prayed for people who I thought would never be healed and they 
were healed like a man with AIDS who after the prayer brought me a 
documented report that he was Healed with no signs of it. and I prayed for 


people who I believe with all my heart was to be healed and they died a few 
days later. God is sovereign not us. 


Many years ago I was in a church service and the Lord was showing me a 
lady who was in a wheelchair and had no legs moreover in the vision saw 
myself praying for her and I saw her with legs walking. The name of the 
church was called El Refugio at the time. So in the middle of the service I 
pray for her. But nothing happened. I prayed for her to be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. She received the Holy Spirit. But I prayed for her to receive 
legs till I couldn’t speak anymore. And nothing happened. Then I said to 
her receive your legs by faith. I was greatly disappointed. After 3 days she 
came to the church walking. And she had received her legs but it wasn’t 
like I imagine they were wooden legs and not of flesh. Finally she was 
approved by her medicare card to receive her wooden legs by mail. She was 
seeking approval for more than 2 years when I prayed for her the Lord open 
that door. The prayer was answered but not the way I wanted it. Sometimes 
healing can come not by the ways we imagine. 


How much faith did Lazarus exhibit to be raised from the dead or how 
much faith did Jarius daughter exhibited? None for both them was dead. 


Before we continue I would like to address a Question. Is it God’s will to 
heal everyone? No it is not. There was even a occasion where Jesus only 
healed one person from a multitude who needed to be healed in John 5. 


John 5:1-9 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is 
called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great 
multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of 
the water. For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred 
up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, 
was made well of whatever disease he had. Now a certain man was there 
who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, 
and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to 
him, “Do you want to be made well?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I 
have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while 
I am coming, another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take 


up your bed and walk.” And immediately the man was made well, took up 
his bed, and walked. And that day was the Sabbath. 


Elisha died of a illness 


2 Kings 13:14 Elisha had become sick with the illness of which he would 
die. Then Joash the king of Israel came down to him, and wept over his 
face, and said, “O my father, my father, the chariots of Israel and their 
horsemen!” 


Did that illness mean he wasn’t anointed or he lacked faith ? No for we see 
that even after he had died his anointing was so strong it raised the dead to 
life. 


2 Kings 13:20-21 Then Elisha died, and they buried him. And the raiding 
bands from Moab invaded the land in the spring of the year. So it was, as 
they were burying a man, that suddenly they spied a band of raiders; and 
they put the man in the tomb of Elisha; and when the man was let down and 
touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet. 


Just because you are sick doesn’t mean you can’t be used by God to pray 
for a sick person and see that person healed. The power of the anointing 
doesn’t come from you but God The Holy Spirit who dwells in you. 


Timothy had a stomach illness , and was told by Paul to drink wine with 
water because of that illness. 


1 Timothy 5:23 JNo longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your 
stomach’s sake and your frequent infirmities. 


There are some occasions where God would have us use medical means for 
our Healings as we see in the case of Hezekiah. 


Isaiah 38:4-5,21 


And the word of the Lord came to Isaiah, saying, “Go and tell Hezekiah, 
“Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father: “I have heard your 
prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will add to your days fifteen years. 


Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a lump of figs, and apply it as a 
poultice on the boil, and he shall recover.” 


It is not a sin to see a doctor but it is a sin not to seek God first in prayer 
who gave wisdom to the doctor. 


2 Chronicles 16:12 And in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became 
diseased in his feet, and his malady was severe; yet in his disease he did not 
seek the Lord, but the physicians. 


And we see Luke who stood a physician even after he saw the gifts of 
healings clearly played out before his eyes. 


Colossians 4:14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 


Paul had a illness which he wasn’t healed from. He even prayed to God to 
get rid of it. 


2 Corinthians 12:7-9 


And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to 
buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.Concerning this thing I pleaded 
with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. And He said to me, 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 


Some say it was problems with his eye sight. Which we are hinted at in his 
Epistle to the Galatians. 


Galatians 4:13 


You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at 
the first. 


Galatians 4:15 What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you 
witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and 
given them to me. 


Galatians 6:11 See with what large letters I have written to you with my 
own hand! 


So if God’s will was to heal everyone Paul would of been healed , Timothy 
would of been healed , Luke would of not stood as a physician. 


Now was the Gifts of Healings a gift that was to leave the church after the 
apostolic age? And the Answer is No. We read the following in Mark 
16:17-18 

Mark 16:17-18 


And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast 
out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 


they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no 
means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 


Notice : 
“And these signs will follow those who believe “ 


Are there still believers in our time yes there are. But some might state oh 
this passage doesn’t belong in the Gospel of Mark but was added much 
later. They say that because it is missing in Codex Vaticanus and Codex 
Sinaiticus but nearly all other manuscripts have them. Which by the way 
includes 


EVIDENCE: A C 2 D(supp) K ,W ,X ,Theta, Pi, f 1, f 13, 28, 33 ,565 ,700, 
892, 1010, 1241, Byz, Lect, most lat vg , syr(c,p,h,pal) 


Now in that sermon by John Macarthur which he preached he mocks us 
who believes in these verses for us now by stating: 


“Now, if today we are to assume that anyone still has all of this that is 
meant for then, then we must find ourselves agreeing with the Appalachian 
snake handlers and with those who would perhaps from the Church of the 
Firstborn, it’s called, drink poison and so forth and so on. It doesn’t work 
like they want it to work very often. “ 


As Christians we don’t put God to the test. Or tempt him as other 
translation states. 


Matthew 4:6-7 

English Standard Version 

6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is 
written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their 


hands they will bear you up, 


lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”” 


Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God 
to the test.’” 


Matthew 16:1 


Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He 
would show them a sign from heaven. 


But if the situation was to arrive where a snake would bite us, not us 
looking for it , as to put God in the test for it , or if we was to drink poison 
unaware we believe God would protect us just as he did for Paul. 


Acts 28:3-6 


But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a 
viper came out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand. So when the 
natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, 
“No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he has escaped the sea, yet 
justice does not allow to live.” But he shook off the creature into the fire 
and suffered no harm. However, they were expecting that he would swell up 
or suddenly fall down dead. But after they had looked for a long time and 
saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds and said that he was a 
god. 


Did Paul seek to get bitten by a snake? No but when it happen God 
protected him , just like Mark said God would. 


Now many of the early church Fathers who lived after the Apostolic age 
believe in the Spiritual gifts for their time. Except for a few. Here is a taste 
of those who did. Notice the date which they lived in , Clearly after the last 
Apostle had already been dead who was John the Beloved who lived till 
100AD. 


JUSTIN MARTYR (100-165 AD) Justin’s Dialogue with Trypho chapter 
82 states “For the prophetical gifts remain with us, even to the present 
time.” 


And in chapter 88 states “Now, it is possible to see among us women and 
men who possess gifts of the Spirit of God.” 


IRENAEUS (130-202 AD) in Against Heresies 5:6:1 states (” In like 
manner we do hear many brethren in the Church who possess prophetic 
gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and bring to 
light for the general benefit the hidden things of men, and declare the 
mysteries of God, “) 


Martin Luther the Reformer (1483-1546) in his sermon on Mark 16: 17-18 
states That the Christian in general has the power to exhibit these signs 
when the need arises 


(” How shall we proceed here that we may preserve the truth of this 
passage? The Lord says all these signs shall accompany them. Now we 
know that the apostles did not present all the signs, and if the passage shall 
stand literally, then few believers will be cleared and few saints be entitled 
to heaven; for these signs, one and all, have not accompanied them, though 
they have had power to work signs, and have exhibited some of them. 
These words, therefore, do not refer to the Church as a whole, but to 
persons separately. If there is a Christian who has faith, he shall have power 
to do these accompanying miracles, and they shall follow him. Christ says, 
“He that believeth on me, the works that I shall do, shall he do also.” The 
Lord has given Christians power also against the unclean spirits. There was 
once a patriarch in the wilderness, who, when he met a serpent, took it in 
both hands and tore it in two, saying, What a fine thing it is to have a clear 
and guiltless conscience. So, where there is a Christian, there is still the 
power to work these signs if it is necessary. But no one should attempt to 
exercise this power if it is not necessary. The apostles did not always 
exercise it, but only made use of it to prove the Word of God, to confirm it 
by miracles. “They went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the Word with signs following.” Since the 
gospel has now been spread abroad, and made known to all the world, there 
is no need of working miracles as in the apostles’ time. Then let no one 
without pressing need undertake to work wonders. I know not what I shall 
say about those who venture to do signs where they are not necessary....... ) 


This is important because here we have a reformer from about 500 years 
ago stating that healings , speaking of tongues are possible for today if the 
needs arises. I may disagree with him on some points but I agree with him 
that the gifts of the spirit is available to the Christian when the needs arises. 
Which brothers and sisters the needs has arisen to show the true Gospel of 
God from the Apostasy that surrounds us today. So God has made them 
available for you and me. 


We are told in scripture when the gifts of the Spirit will cease to exist and 
that is at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and not before. He is that 
which is perfect and we will be made perfect on that day. 


1 Corinthians 13:8-10 


Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether 
there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will 
vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 


Now it is important to note how the gifts of healings was done so let’s read 
the passage again in Mark 16: 17-18: 


Mark 16:17-18 


And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast 
out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 


they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no 
means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 


Notice that we are told how to cast out Demons in comparison to how 
healing works. We are to lay hands on the sick but not on those who are 
possess with a demon. And we don’t read to anoint the demon possessed 
person. Only the sick person can be anointed with oil and laid hands upon 
as we See in James. 


James 5:14-15 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 
the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise 
him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 


We are told in scripture to be careful who we lay hands upon. 


1 Timothy 5:22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other 
people’s sins; keep yourself pure. 


What does it mean when Isaiah states Jesus took our infirmities, does it 
mean our sickness or our sins? And the answer is both when taken in 


context. But we see clearly in Matthew It is used in the time frame of Jesus 
earthly Ministry. 


Isaiah 53:4-5 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet 
we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was 
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are 
healed. 


Matthew 8:16-17 


When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon- 
possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were 
sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 
saying: “He Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses.” 


1 Peter 2:24 


who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having 
died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were 
healed. 


But that doesn’t mean he doesn’t heal now he still has the power to heal for 
he doesn’t change. 


Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 


Yesterday a pakistan brother text me saying my friend who you prayed for 
who was paralyzed is now healed. 


To finish this study The Gift of Healings is still in effect but it is often 
misinterpreted by many in the church now in days, let’s dig deeper in the 
word and not fall prey to the words of men. 


